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ManagementNEWS

Richard Irving

Hi Wildcats,
Wow, it has been another busy month in our Wildcats community.

March 17-23 was Neurodiversity Celebration Week, which was a fantastic
opportunity to support our Unified players at Eltham High on the Wednesday night.

It was awesome to see plenty of smiles and the odd hug while we were there.

A huge shout out to Naomi and Chloe Symington who give up their time to support
the Unified program every Wednesday night and it is clear that the Symington family
are making a huge difference in the lives of our neurodivergent players.

Our Eltham domestic teams made us proud during the EDJBA finals series. Well done
to all our teams who participated in the finals. Thank you also to our coaches, team
managers and domestic convenors who are all volunteering their fime to support our
domestic competition.

Our Wildcats Academy started during the month, which is a program to support
players out of our champ stream to learn and develop new skills to support further
advancement through pathways.

We also had our Junior Academy during March, which is a pilot program that is being
run for junior girls and boys. Some of the participants from the junior academy will be
playing in the Whittlesea tournament during the school holidays, which will be their
first tournament. We wish them all well in the tournament.

It is fantastic to see both the NBL1 & Big V competitions now up and running during
March. The 2024 NBLT men'’s tfeam received their championship rings and the South
Conference Champions banner was unveiled before a large crowd.

We have a record number of memberships purchased so far. It is not too late to get
your 2025 membership for NBL1 & Big V.

There will be work occurring at Eltham High over the April school holiday period to
repair the guttering and reduce the number of leaks we have been experiencing.
New rings and backboards have been ordered and are likely to be installed late May
—early June.

Finally, please do not hesitate to reach out to me, if you have thoughts or ideas for
how we can better support our community.

Thanks
Richard



DatesCOMING

EDJBA Upcoming Dates:

*Winter Round 1 Starts — April 26th

*Winter Season — April 26th — 23rd August
*Winter Finals — August 30th — 13th September

Inclusive Programs Upcoming Dates:
* Walking Basketball Tournament — April 8th
*Unified Kids — March 5th,12th, 19th, 26th and April 3rd

NBL1 Upcoming Home Game Dates:
* ANZAC Round - April 26th

*Pride Round — May 24th

*Heritage Round — May 31st

*First Nations Round — July 5th
*Mental Health Round - July 18th

Big V Upcoming Home Game Dates:

Youth Women

*Round 4 -4/05/25 vs Collingwood

*Round 6 —27/04/25 vs Western Port

*Round 7 — 3/05/25 vs Albury Wodonga Bandits

Youth Men

*Round 4 - 4/05/25 vs Diamond Valley
*Round 4 - 5/05/25 vs Keysborough
*Round 6 —24/04/25 vs Keilor

*Round 7 — 3/05/25 vs Dandenong

Withers Way - Pedestrian Crossing

Please be advised that Council is commencing construction of a raised
pedestrian crossing at the intersection of Withers Way and Susan Street, Eltham.

Some preliminary works have already commenced, with the majority of
construction works scheduled to occur during the upcoming school holidays.




QUEST

BUNDOORA

IntegrityDEPARTMENT

We would like to inform you about the launch of our new Integrity Department.

Why have we introduced this new function?

We have cenftralised all complaints and investigations to ensure there is
fransparency in the resolution of concerns and issues for our members.

The shift to an integrity based approach allows all concerns to be independently
reviewed and investigated by the Integrity Team.

We believe this new approach will improve response times and create a consistent
and transparent process for our members.

What will this new process look like?

This new process will include an independent initial investigation, followed by
engaging each person involved to ensure all sides of the story are heard and
accordingly taken into consideration. We encourage all complaints to be entered
via our complaint form. This is available on our website and can be provided by our
venue administrators on game day. These entries will now be directly sent to the
Integrity Team who will subsequently deal with them as necessary and appropriate.
You can expect to receive an initial response to a serious complaint within 3 business
days, and the team will work with you thereafter to keep you engaged in the
progress of reaching a resolution.

For our members

We are dedicated to creating a positive culture at the Wildcats and to ensure our
members feel heard and that there are accessible and appropriate pathways for
them to raise issues and concerns without fear of repercussions. It is important to us
that regardless of the role that members play at the Wildcats, that they feel
supported and that they can reach out for help when they need it, and feel
confident that the process to investigate will be transparent.



HolidayPROGRAMS

Week One Week Two

Junior Shooting Camp Junior Championship Skills
Monday 7th April Monday 14th April

8-10 year olds - 10.00am - 11.30am Under 12’s 10:00am-12:00pm
12 - 15 year olds - 12.00pm - 2.30pm Under 14’s 12:30pm-2:30pm
Walking Basketball Tournament Mitch McCarron Workshop
Tuesday 8th April - 10.00 am -3.30pm Tuesday 15th April

MORE INFO TO COME....
Junior Domestic Rep Ready Camp

Wednesday 9th April - 10.00am - 12.00pm 3y 3 Competition
. Wednesday 16th April - 9:00am-5:00pm
Kinder Club & Cub Squad
(New to Domestic)
Thursday 10th April -
Kinder Club: 9.00am - 9.30am
Cubs Sgaud: 10.00am - 12.00pm
New to Domestic: 12.30pm - 2.30pm

SPORTFIRST Junior Domestic Skills
Friday 11th April -

U9 & U11 Boys 10:00am-12:00pm
U9 & U11 Girls 10:00am-12:00pm
U13 & U15 Boys 12:30pm-2:30pm
U13 & U15 Girls 12:30pm-2:30pm

Register and find out
more here

At the heart of Jellis Craig
Connecte d 1S connection.

Contact us to discuss your property needs




Safety&WellbeingNEWS

Hi Wildcaits,
It's great to have the PROWL back up and running!
| hope you are all well and taking the time to look after yourselves.

As we continue our league programs we want to remind everyone that as much
as emotions are expected to run high during this time, we need to keep in the
forefront of our minds that it is our responsibility to unite as one to ensure everyone
enjoys their finals experience if that is as a player, coach, feam manager, staff
member, referee, or spectator. See something, say something. We are here to sup-
port you alll

Nerves are an emotion that is normal to experience at this time, but if you know
someone who is struggling with nerves or anxiety at a level of concern, please let
us know so we can check in.

A reminder that if you would like a confidential chat, a team chat/education ses-
sion or require any support, resources, or anything in between please do not hesi-
tate to reach out to the emails below.

Sophie Foote — Wellbeing Officer: wellbeing@elthamwildacats.net.au
Rachel Morgan - Welfare Committee Chair: welfare@elthamwildcats.net.au

Take care Wildcats!
Sophie Foote.

National supports:

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week:

- Lifeline: 1311 14

- Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636

- Kids Helpline: 1800 551 800 / Online chat: https://kidshelpline.com.au
- 1800RESPECT: 1800 737 732 - National assault and violence support

Upcoming Awarness Dates in Apuril:
April 2nd - World Autism Day

April 7th - World Health Day

April 25th - Anzac Day



Eltham Wildcats Youth Committee

Calling all passionate Wildcats!

Our Eltham Wildcats Youth Committee is looking for more members to join this incredible
team! If you're between 14-25 and eager to make a real difference, we want YOU to be
part of shaping the future of our club. Want to have your say and help us grow?

Register EOIl Here

International Women'’s Day - 8th of March

Thank you to the generations of incredible women for the everlasting impact you have
had on this club.

Neurodiversity Celebration Week - 17th - 24th of March

‘Belonging to a community is such an important value for most of us, people with a disabili-
ty are no different. Unified basketball offers the opportunity for our athletes and partners to
feel that they belong as a meaningful part of the Eltham Wildcats community. Unified bas-
ketball pairs neurodivergent and neurotypical players on the same team. Our senior Unified
program is for people aged 15 years and above with training sessions held at Eltham Leisure
Centre on Sundays from 6-7pm,; and games are played during the school term on Wednesday

evenings at Eltham High School. We welcome new coaches, managers, athletes and partners
to join our community.’

- Naomi Symington, Co-Founder Unified Basketball



Unified

Nathan G (Unified Athlete)

What is your favourite thing about Unified?

Dribbling the ball, getting fit and aiming for the

shof.

What is your favourite food?
Pasta

How long have you played Unfied?
1 year

Who is your favourite basketballer?
None, | like soccer.

Fun fact:
Nathan G and our Business Manager Nicola
have the same birthday!

Jellis Craig Colouring Page - Easter

Download Colouring Template

Jellis Craig North East is hosting an Easter Colouring Competition for children
under 12 years of age. Entries close at 5pm on Friday 11th April 2025, and
there are some great prizes up for grabs!

As a valued sponsorship partner, we'd love to invite the children in your
club, organisation, or school to take part.

Jellis
Craig



KidsPROGRAMS

Unified Kids: An Inclusive Basketball Program for All

We are excited to welcome both neurodivergent and neuro-
typical participants to join our Unified Kids basketball program,
offering an inclusive and supportive environment for children and
teenagers aged 5-15 years.

Unified Kids focuses on skill development with an emphasis on
inclusivity, gradually incorporating short basketball games as
participants progress.

Sessions run on Wednesdays from 6:00 PM to 6:45 PM at Eltham
High School. The remaining dates for Term 1 are March 26th and
April 3rd.

To ensure we start promptly, please arrive by 5:50 PM.
Participants should bring a drink bottle, and if needed, ear covers
or any sensory supports.

Thanks to Special Olympics Victoria, the Term 1 program is fully
funded, meaning there is no cost to join. The only additional cost
is for participants who do not already own a reversible Eltham
Wildcats singlet, which is priced at $46.00. Alternatively, loan
singlets are available for those who prefer not to purchase one.

To sign up, please click below:

We are also offering Unified Kids in Term 2. If you'd like to register
your interest for Term 2.

Email inclusion@elthamwildcats.net.au

Register EOIl Here




WildcatPROGRAMS

SENIOR PROGRAM-NBL1

On March 29th, we kicked off the NBL1 South Season with an exciting Home Open-
er against the Ringwood Hawks. While both teams unfortunately walked away with
a loss, the performance was a promising start to the season. It was clear that both
teams gave their all in their first league game, and we're excited for what the
future holds!

You may have noticed that Hailey Leidel wasn’t on the court this time. Sadly, Hailey
sustained an injury in Germany and will be sitting out this season. We're all hoping
to see her back in the black and red next season, stronger than ever.

We're also hoping to see Xavier Bledson take the court this weekend, who has just
arrived in Australia and is ready to make his mark.

Here are some key stats from the game:
Lil Dart: 24 pts, 5rebs, 9 ast

Rebecca Pizzey: 11 pts, 12 rebs, 2 ast
Jayde Cadee: 13 pts, 5rebs, 2 ast

Sam Short: 16 pts, 10 rebs, 5 ast, 5 stl
Mitch McCarron: 15 pts, 6 rebs, 3 ast
Gabe Hadley: 16 pts, 4 rebs, 2 ast

While we have a few away games ahead, we're already looking forward to our
next home game for ANZAC Round on April 26th against the Ballarat Miners.







WildcatPROGRAMS

SENIOR PROGRAM- Big V

We're three rounds info the
BIG V season, and it's been
an exciting start for our
teams! Here's a look at how
things have gone so far.

Round 1:

Youth Women'’s Team:

A great win against Whit-
tlesea to start the season,
though the loss fo Hume was
tough.

Win vs. Whittlesea (63-52)
Loss vs. Hume (46-57)

Key Stats:

Emily Maltezos:

16 pts, 7 rebs
Marley Pascoe:

13 pts, 5 rebs, 2 stl
Reese Cameron:

3 pfts, 9 rebs

Taylah Babic:

13 pts, 5 rebs
Claudia Hii:

11 pts, 6 ast, 4 st
Harriet Drummond:
11 pts, 7 rebs, 4 ast, 4 stl

Youth Men’s Team:

A strong win against the
Specters, but they fell short
in a close match against
Hume.

Win vs. Nunawading (91-78)
Loss vs. Hume (73-80)

Key Stats:

Mitch Blackburn:
25 pts, 7 rebs

Zahn Agosta:

14 pts, 3 rebs, 2 stl
Sam Alexander:

10 pts, 7 rebs, 4 stl
Mitch Blackburn:
19 pts, 12 rebs, 3 ast
Harry Stones:

9 pts, 6 rebs, 6 ast
Lachlan Wood:

19 pts, 7 rebs, 2 ast

Round 2:

Youth Women'’s Team:

A dominant performance
by the girls with a huge win
over Wyndham!

Win vs. Wyndham (86-25)

Key Stats:

Emily Maltezos:

18 pts, 5 ast, 3 stl
Claudia Hii:

18 pts, 5 rebs, 5 stl
Taylah Babic:

12 pts, 5 rebs, 3 ast, 2 stl

Youth Men’s Team:
Another solid win for the
men's team as they domi-
nated Wyndham.

Win vs. Wyndham (103-81)

Key Stats:

Mitch Blackburn:
25 pts, 11 rebs, 2 blk
Zahn Agosta:

18 pts, 7 ast, 2 stl

Lachlan Wood:
17 pts, 6 rebs, 3 ast

Round 3:

Youth Women'’s Team:

The girls faced off against
the Camberwell Dragons
but unfortunately came
up short in this match. Nev-
ertheless, we saw some
fantastic individual perfor-
mances.

Loss vs. Camberwell (53-64)

Key Stats:

Emily Maltezos:

15 pts, 6 rebs, 6 ast, 2 stl
Reese Cameron:

10 pts, 6 rebs

Charlie Filliponi-Haines:
5 pfts, 9 rebs

Youth Men’s Team:

A nail-biting game against
the Frankston Blues ended
in a narrow 93-98 loss. A
valiant effort but just falling
short in the final moments.

Loss vs. Frankston (93-98)

Key Stats:

Zac Anderson:

26 pts, 4 ast, 2 stl
Zahn Agosta:

23 pts, 4 rebs, 3 ast
Mitch Blackburn:
15 pts, 7 rebs



Upcoming Home Games:

Saturday 5th April -

Montmorency Secondary College Basketball Stadium
Youth Women vs. Collingwood: 6:00 PM

Youth Men vs. DV: 8:00 PM

Sunday éth April - Eltham High School
Youth Men vs. Keysborough: 1:30 PM

I."'-. -"-,I arT H':'D'G'H TICS

I'LE:L ORTHODONTICS




PROGRAMS

Saturday Junior Domestic Report - Hickman Nominations

Mitchell Crockett 14-12 Tallish, fast with strong defence

Kane Morrison 14-12 Defensive efforts

Oliver Kent 14-12 Very intelligent play plus strong efforts

Tyler Pollard 14-12 Defence creating interceptions.

Tarek Safsouf 14-13 Interceptions

Joao Wilson Offensive boards

Noah Ross 14-10 Defence off-ball & on-ball offence

Axel Colson 14-10 Gutsy defence

Carter Giosis 14-10 Great finisher under pressure, determination

Ace Montfort 16-30 Varied offensive moves

Liam Smith & Callum Bain defensive bboards

Aydin Reidy 1%s Tough play.

Dashiell Ulehia Consistent hard running in defensive transition.

Evelyn Neale Interceptions & on court talk to team mates

Mia Chea Hard work & care of ball

Millie Phillips Interceptions, defence and D boards

Ebony Bire 18-7 Good shooter

Stephanie Chasteau 18-7 active, confinually contests

Priscilla Ting 14-9 Leads& passes well, fast for tall player, offensive boards
Anna Fedorova 14-9 Variety of offensive skills

Maisie Finnegan 14-9 Chasing in defence

Brodie Dwyer 16-40 Passing and drives

Joshua Evans 21-11 Complete skillful, intelligent hard work in every aspect of
the game

Jack Williams 21-11 Strong display close to basket.

14-24 Lost narrowly in game watched, but should be pleased with high
standard of their play and the effort put intfo the game. Every player worked
really hard. Highlights were exceptionally intelligent & skillful offence from Har-
ley Rogers, supported by effort, interceptions & defence by medium tall Ryan
Lucas & drives & cuts in offence by Curtis Sailah.

POSITIVES: 97% of games are played with all players working hard, even if a
few errors & in good spirit by both teams. Enthusiastic support for good play
by team mates is great.




EASTERN DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE (EDL)

Seven Eltham teams have participated on Friday evenings with a series of games played
observing the tfiming and most of the rules of the VJBL. The EDL was initiated by the
Hawthorn BA & provides opportunities for promising players without much fravel.

The competition has been appreciated by nearly all participants as a way of developing
players’ skills and teamwork. Congratulations to the Under 12 boys’ team who remain
undefeated & Eltham Under 14 boys Black who won the informal finals series.

Thank you to all coaches and team managers.

EDJBA

One of the standout moments in the EDJBA this season was the incredible achievement
of our 172 Eltham Wildcats Team, that is exactly half of our domestic teams. 78 emerging
as the champions.

A massive congratulations to the team for their hard work and determination!

As we shift focus to the Winter Season, we're thrilled to announce a record-breaking num-
ber of player registrations — with an impressive 2,536 players signed up.

This marks an exciting new chapter for the club as we continue to grow and

support the development of players across all levels.




Working with the team at OHL has been an essential part of my Lamers-Janes
journey towards strength, recovery and getting back on the basketball court.
Through tailored exercises, hands-on treatment and expert guidance, we have
rebuilt strength, improved mobility and prevented injuries. The OHL team have not
only addressed existing issues but has also provided an understanding of how to
best prepare our bodies.

One of the biggest benefits of OHL for the Lamers-Janes family has been their
personalised approach to recovery. From dealing with minor strains, significant
injuries or major surgery rehab, the OHL team have designed treatment plans that
sped up healing whilst not making sure we rushed back too soon. Instead of focus-
ing on a one-size-fits-all approach, OHL focused on the unique demands of basket-
ball, incorporating strength, mobility and sport-specific drills.

Thanks to the team at OHL and their expert guidance, we have been able to get
back on the court stronger, more resilient and ready to enjoy the game we love.

- Lamers-Janes family

health .rs
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CELEBRATING
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ORTHODONTICS

° )] v
Have your child’s é*'/w/a assessed
_

Complete our 3 minute
online assessment

Recommended from age 7

No Dentist referral needed

Templestowe Melbourne CBD

1 Milne Street, Templestowe Level 15, 15 Collins Street,
VIC, 3106 Melbourne VIC, 3000

(03) 9846 3811 (03) 9650 0037

LandLortho.com.au

@ @ 0 @landlorthodontics




HOME GAMES

2025
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